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BURNS SUPPER & BALL

Thank you, Burns
Committee, for another
fabulous evening of
dancing, dining and
celebrating our favorite
Scottish poet, Robert
Burns!

The Burns Sup-
per & Ball was orga-
nized by a committee
from the Los Angeles
and Orange County
branches. Members of
the Planning Commit-
tee were Pete Anderson,
Doris Fisher, Ann Mc-
Bride, Norm McCallum,
Kris McGinnis, Terri
Speakman and Connie
Walker.

Continued on page 3

Presenting the haggis at the Burns Supper & Ball are, from left, John Cahill, Sean Falvey, Connie
Learn, Jim Bell, Doug Macdonald and Pat Zschoche.

MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

Greetings fellow dancers,

Welcome to the 2020 year of dancing. The
year began with our Hogmanay Dance, which
was very competently managed by Nancy Myers
at the El Segundo Woman’s Club.

After dancing, eating and then champagne
and wishes for a “guid new year” to all, most of
us hurried home to catch a few winks of sleep
before waking to watch the handiwork of many
of our members on the Burbank float in the
Rose Parade.

A winning float once again — so kudos to
Branch members Jon Reeves, Audrey Prest, Gail
Halverson, Lynette Kay, Terry Schaeffer and
Laura Young for their hard work.

Once again the OC/LA team worked to-
gether to host a memorable Burns Supper &
Ball. The classic setting of the Torrance Woman’s
Club was a perfect background for an electric
evening of good food, a great dance program and
superb music from Andy Imbrie and Judi and
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Ian Nicolson. The saving grace of the evening
was the eclectic array of opportunity baskets —
with the sale of opportunity tickets raising more
than $800, which went to offset the costs of the
evening substantially. Any purchase of a $10

or $20 opportunity ticket serves two admirable
purposes — the winner gets a good basket of
goodies (or original artwork) and it contributes
mightily toward offsetting costs.

March Madness is upon us! I started to
think about all the “mad” things in March — the
Ides of March, which didn’t bode well for Julius
Caesar; the madness of St. Patrick’s Day — an
Emerald Green river for goodness sake; the Mad
Hatter’s Tea party; the madness of the lowly
meadow hare, cavorting around after his long
winter sleep, looking for a partner.

Sharing all these thoughts is my subtle

ing tea dance.

Doris Fisher and Kris McGinnis are our
hostesses for the Tea Dance, which will be
held on March 28, 2020, at the First Christian
Church, 4390 Colfax Ave. in Studio City.

The festivities beginning at 4 p.m. and this
year instead of a “fantastical hat” competition,
we will be having a “table-setting” competition.

Teams are encouraged to set a “theme” to
dress their table in the very best British After-
noon Tea style. Kris McGinnis is the table coor-
dinator and will be happy to answer any ques-
tions or provide guidance.

Feel free to contact Kris or Doris at
krismcginnis@gmail.com or
doris.fisher@gmail.com.

A closing thought — dancing feet are hap-
py feet, and feet are never happier than when
“Dancing Scottish”!

way of segueing into a promotion for our upcom- A McBride
CALENDAR ELSEWHERE
LOS ANGELES BRANCH
MARCH
MARCH 14 OC BRANCH DANCE. Tustin Senior Center, 200
28  TEA DANCE. First Christian Church, 4390 Colfax S. C St. 7 p.m. Music: recorded.
Ave., Studio City. 4 p.m. Music: recorded.
MARCH
APRIL 21 SGV SPRING DELIGHT DANCE. Church of Our
25  MONTHLY DANCE. Hillcrest Center for the Arts, Saviour, 535 W. Roses Road, San Gabriel. 4 p.m.
403 W. Hillcrest Drive, Thousand Oaks. 7 p.m. Free Music: recorded.
admission. Music: Julie Wyrick (piano), Martha
Matthews (fiddle)and Eve Harrison (flute). APRIL
4 OC BRANCH DANCE. Tustin Senior Center, 200

MAY

23 COSTA MESA GAMES DANCE. Tustin Senior
Center, 200 S. C St. Music: recorded.

JUNE

27 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING, POTLUCK &

DANCE. First Christian Church, 4390 Colfax
Ave., Studio City. 5 p.m. Music: recorded.

JULY
25 SUMMER DANCE. Torrance Cultural Arts Center,

Torrance Blvd. at Madrona. 7 p.m. Music: recorded.

AUGUST
22 SUMMER DANCE. First Christian Church, 4390
Colfax Ave., Studio City. 7 p.m. Music: recorded.
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S. C St. 7 p.m. Music: recorded.

SCD-SoCal-mail

Regular e-mails about all local dance
events, links to videos of dances, commentary
about newly introduced dances and occasional
tidbits of Scottish history, geography and culture
are provided by Robb Quint.

To be added to the mailing list, contact
Robb at volleyballjerry@aol.com.

Deadline for the June issue of the Ghillie Callum
is May 1.
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MONTHLY DANCE
April 25, 2020
Hillcrest Center for the Arts
403 W. Hillcrest Drive, Thousand Oaks

The Legacy BJ Pinewoods Coll., Vol. 2
Forty and Counting AR Book 52
Lady Lucy Ramsay BS MMM I
Chased Lovers 1J World Wide Weavings
Rennie’s Rant NEW |s L.A. 50th Ann. Book
The Warren NEW |R Homemade Dances Vol.2
The Craven Jig IJ  Magazine Dances 2005-09
The Provost Wynd BR 2nd Graded Book
Round and Roundabout NEW  A'g Book 49
The Aviator 1J Book 52
The Rambling Pitchfork BR All Kinds of Everything
Napier’s Index BJ Book 45
The Australian Ladies IR Glasgow Assembly
Orwell Lodge Strathspey 1S Q.E. Diamond Jubilee
Twa Rogueish Een AJ Rondel Book
Redwood Arbor BS Dragonfly
In Mr. McGregor’s Garden IR L.A. 50th Anniversary

AGM DANCE
June 27, 2020
First Christian Church
4390 Colfax Ave., Studio City

Alan J. Smith BJ Book 45
The Warren IR Homemade Dances Vol.2
Lady Lucy Ramsay BS MMM I
The Lantern of the North 1J Canadian Book
MacDonald of Keppoch M Book 49
The Inimitable Derek AR Magazine Dances 2005-09
A Diamond for Belfast BJ Belfast Diamond Jubilee
Double Trouble Triangles AR Book 50
Rennie’s Rant 1S L.A. 50th Anniversary
Welcome to Dufftown 1J Jessie Stuart Leaflet
The Provost Wynd BR 2nd Graded Book
The Rambling Pitchfork BR All Kinds of Everything
Round and Roundabout AS Book 49
ltchy Feet 1J Coast to Coast
Redwood Arbor BS Dragonfly
Rendez-vous a Vichy 1J The Paris Book, Vol. 1
Trip to Timber Ridge IR Book 52

Continued from page 1

The theme was the Robert Burns’ poem
“The Twa Dogs: a Tale.” In his Immortal Memory
of Robert Burns, Norm McCallum quoted the
line “Whatever mitigates the woes or increases
the happiness of others, this is my criterion of
goodness; and whatever injures society at large,
or any individual in it, this is my measure of in-
iquity.”

As Norm explained it, the poem tells of a
meeting between a rich man’s dog, a Newfound-
land named Caesar, and a poor ploughman’s
dog, a border collie named Luath, who talk
about their lives, contrasting the worlds of the
aristocracy and commoners.

The evening’s festivities began with a wel-
come by Terri Speakman, chair of the Orange
County Branch. Jan Lauer recited the Selkirk
Grace. John Cahill piped in the haggis accompa-
nied by Sean Falvey, Doug Macdonald and Pat
Zschoche as the Henchmen and Connie Learn as
Poosie Nancy.

Jim Bell recited the Address to the Haggis,
and the haggis was prepared by Jon Reeves.

The Toast to the Lassies and Reply were
given to great amusement by Jeff Altman and
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Margaret Burnett.

Grand Marshals were Ann McBride and
Janet Olsen. John Cahill piped for the Grand
March.

Musicians were Andy Imbrie and Judi
and lan Nicolson. Mike McGinnis was the sound
technician.

Dances were briefed by Barbara Macken-
zie, Shirley Saturensky and Connie Walker for
the program devised by Shirley and Ann.

Kris McGinnis was catering liaison. Con-
nie Walker was registrar.

Fliers, cue books, wall programs and table
programs were done by Bob Harmon and Audrey
Prest, with cue book ribbons by Jan Lauer.

Opportunity baskets were arranged by
Doris Fisher, Aase Hansen, Kris McGinnis and
Connie Walker. Sales of opportunity tickets
helped offset the expenses of the event.

Bill and Nancy Hartung hosted the musi-
cians and provided transportation. Jack Rennie
lent his accordion. Kris, Marissa and Mike Mc-
Ginnis hosted the after party at their home right
around the corner from the Torrance Woman’s
Club.

Audrey Romsay Prest
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JULIE WYRICK RETURNS

Two reasons
to celebrate at the
Thousand Oaks
Dance on April 25:
40 years of Scottish
Country Dancing
in Thousand Oaks
and Julie Wyrick’s
return to Southern
California from her
Bay Area home to
play for our danc-
ing.

Julie has ; e i
organized a musical threesome with local fiddler
Martha Matthews and flautist Eve Harrison to
provide the music for the Los Angeles Branch’s
dance in April.

We have very much missed Julie, and we
look forward to welcoming her and her musical
talents back to the Southland. And we are most
fortunate to have two local musicians who are
happy to come together with Julie to provide the
joy of live music for us in Thousand Oaks.

Robb Quint

DEMONSTRATION TEAM

Have you ever wondered what it’s
like to dance with our Demonstration
Team? We are inviting other dancers to
join the fun at classes on June 9 and 16
in Santa Monica. We’'ll do dances from our
repertoire and also try some new dances.

If you are an intermediate or ad-
vanced dancer and would like to dance
with us, contact director Roberta Gotfried
for details: roberta.gotfried@gmail.com

At this point in the year we have
completed our regular gigs at the Seaside
Games and the Queen Mary Scotsfest. Our
third at the British Home will be in June.
In addition, we have had lots of fun with
family and school events in Topanga and
the South Bay and we’re looking forward to
a formal event for the British United Ser-
vices Club in May.

We hope to see some of you at those

events and at our June open classes.

Alice Allenv

CORN PUDDING

This dish was served at the St. Andrew’s Ball, and many
dancers requested the recipe from Doris Fisher.

Y4 cup sugar

3 Tbs all-purpose flour

2 tsp baking powder

12 tsp salt

6 large eggs

2 cups whipping cream

Y2 cup butter or margarine, melted

6 cups frozen whole kernel corn or canned white
shoepeg corn, drained

Combine sugar, flour, baking powder and salt.

Whisk together eggs, whipping cream and butter.
Gradually add sugar mixture, whisking until smooth; stir
in corn.

Divide into 2 lightly greased 9-inch glass pie plates.
Bake at 350 degrees for 45-60 minutes or until golden
brown and set.

Let stand 5 minutes before serving.

GHILLIE CALLUM

CLASSES
Thousand Oaks

The Thousand
Oaks Class is look-
ing forward to host-
ing the Los Angeles
Branch’s April 25
dance celebrating
40 years of Scottish
Country Dancing in
Thousand Oaks, at
which we’ll have live
music provided by
the Bay Area’s Julie
Wyrick with SoCal
musicians Martha
Matthews and Eve
Harrison.

A0,

ANNIVERSARY

Robb Quint
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Ventura

The Friday Night Ventura class contin-
ues to meet weekly, and we truly enjoy dancing
together. By Friday evening, | am usually rather
tired after a week of teaching kindergarten, so
the class is a great way for me to wrap up the
week. We are a pretty casual group and have
lots of fun cracking jokes and cutting up while
somehow still learning the dances.

This past December we ended our last
class of the year with our annual holiday pie cel-
ebration. Years ago when David Brandon taught
the class, he was always wanting to go out for
pie and coffee after class. So during the holiday
season, we make sure to have pie night as a way
to remember him and our other former teachers.

We spent the night dancing and then
around 9 p.m. we sat down to enjoy some tasty
pies and holiday treats. We also were able to visit
with each other and find out what is going on in
one anothers’ lives outside of allemandes, skip
change of step, and figures of eight. As always it
was a lovely evening, and I truly appreciate ev-
eryone’s contributions to the food and the paper
goods and their help and good company.

Now, spring is already just around the

The Ventura class enjoyed desserts on Pie Night.

corner and with that we will be looking forward
to the April dance in Thousand Oaks. We always
appreciate having the April dance closer to the
Ventura County area and are grateful so many
dancers are willing to drive the extra distance to
join us for that dance. We hope to see you on the
dance floor soon!

Lisav Sage

Valley College

Well, another Burns Supper & Ball is
behind us, and wasn’t it glorious? Such a great
turnout! The band was in wonderful form ... I'm
surprised that they aren’t also dancing as their
music is so compelling!

Margaret Burnett and Jeff Altman gave us
some good laughs with their toasts to the lads
and lassies. And Jim Bell did his usual wonder-
ful Address to the Haggis; the haggis itself pro-
vided as always by our in-house master chef Jon
Reeves.

All the dancers on the floor wore big
smiles and happy, busy feet ... some good laughs
there as well when a set went a little awry.

From the sound of it, many in our group
will be taking their dancing feet a'wandering!
Margaret and Jeff are joining Christine Grobler’s
dancing tour through her New Zealand home-
land in March. Everyone I know who has been
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on one of her tours has loved it, so I know they’ll
have a good time!

And they aren’t the only ones to fly the
friendly skies. Laura Young has a wonderful trip
planned to several countries across the pond
for her next school break. You can ask her for a
more comprehensive list. :)

Lindsey Courtney is always in motion. Her
goal is to run at least 1,200 miles in 2020! ...
She plans to visit the Washington tulip festival
in May, and then hike in Great Britain for two
weeks (England, Scotland and Wales). She’d like
to do some SCDing, but skip-changing along the
hiking trails may have to suffice. :)

Jim tells me Judi and Ian Nicholson will
be playing for the first night of summer dancing
in his hometown in Scotland, Troon. It’s the first
Monday in May — and he says about 200 danc-
ers participate! They take their dancing seriously
in Troon, and he attends whenever he is there.
I've danced in that wonderful big hall and met
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many of the dancers. If you’re in the area it’s
a “must do.” Just mention Jim’s name. Don’t
worry; they won’t hold it against you ... for long.
Aase Hansen had a somewhat disastrous
Christmas. She travelled to Idaho to be with her
son and daughter-in-law and their lovely chil-
dren Freya and Magnus for their first Christmas
in their new home. The thought of a storybook
holiday, complete with snow and children to
play in it, convinced Aase’s daughter Lisbeth
and her husband Rick to join in as well. And I
have no doubt it would have been Christmas-
movie-worthy had it not been for the relentless
flu that took down every single one of the valiant
seven for the entire holiday! Sigh — the best laid
schemes o’ mice and men gang aft a’gley ...
Excitement reigned in our class when we
heard which float won a big award in the Rose
Parade. Many of our dancers — like Jon Reeves,
Audrey Prest, Terry Schaeffer, Laura Young and
Lynette Kay — were active participants, putting
in hours and hours of volunteer work, to make it
happen. We’re proud of you guys!

Robynw MacGarvaw

OBITUARY
James (Jim) Demetriou PhD (1923-2020)

Many long-time members of the LA Branch
will be saddened to learn of the passing on Jan.
16, 2020, of Jim Demetriou in his 96th year.

In the 1980s and 1990s, Jim and his wife
Faye were very active members of the Los Ange-
les Branch. They had been introduced to SCD
by a co-worker of Jim’s — Frank Ibbott — and Jim
soon became involved in many aspects of the
Branch activities, including coordinating week-
end workshops in Santa Barbara and Santa
Maria.

For many years they were very support-
ive members of my Friday night class at Santa
Monica City College and the coffee “klatch” that
always followed an evening of dancing.

Jim’s deep pride in his Greek heritage
came through in many ways, but especially in
his Avgolemono soup!

We extend our deepest sympathies to Faye
and her family at this sad time.

Arnwv McBride
GHILLIE CALLUM

6

MEMORIAL FUND

The branch has money in a Memorial
Fund, to be used for equipment purchases or
special events. It can be used for scholarships to
help members attend a workshop or something
related to Scottish Country Dancing but who
cannot afford the whole cost on their own. Appli-
cations are available from branch teachers.

AMAZON SMILE

The branch has yet another opportunity
to earn donations. AmazonSmile will make a
contribution when you shop using our account
number. Learn how by going to http://smile.
amazon.com/ch/51-0205054 .

RALPHS REWARDS PROGRAM

The branch earns a contribution from
the Ralphs Rewards Community Contribution
Program when members register to benefit the
Branch, while they continue to earn their own
Ralphs Rewards points. Pick up a flier and learn
how to register or call 800-443-4438. You still
need to re-register every September. Our
Organization Number is AV732. Then use your
Ralphs Rewards card (or phone number) every
time you shop.

RSCDS, Los Angeles Branch Inc.
P.O. Box 90871, Los Angeles, CA 90009

chair@rscds-losangeles.org

Ann McBride
818-841-8161
annmcbride1024@gmail.com

Branch chair:
Home phone:
Email:

Membership chair: Melinda Brown

Address: 30547 Mehrten Dr.

Exeter, CA 93221
Cell phone: 805-368-7057
Email: mjtb1002@hotmail.com

Ghillie Callum Editor:
Home phone:
Email:

Audrey Ramsay Prest
818-708-8125
aramsayp@sbcglobal.net

MARCH 2020



