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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

Continued on page 2

HALLOWEEN DANCE

	 In preparing my December message for 
the Ghillie Callum, I cogitated on what approach 
I should use. At this time last year, we were 
reminiscing in our various online get-togethers. 
But, at this time this year, we have already had 
some “live” events, and, for me, I liken it to the 
early morning sunrise. The emerging light is 
bright though weak, but as the process contin-
ues, the light becomes brighter and stronger.

	 With the return of four in-person classes 
(Lancaster, Reseda, Torrance and Valley College), 
our horizon is most definitely brightening.
Our first LA “live” dance – the Halloween Cos-
tume Party – was a well-attended evening of 
creative costumes and happy dancing. The SCD 
“spirit” was apparitionally alive and well.
	 By the time you are reading this, our 2021 

Winning certificates for costumes best representing the name of a dance: from left, Jon Reeves, as Blue Butterfly and as part of Jon-
nie Walker with Margaret Burnett, Jeff Altman and Connie Walker; Connie as part of Domino Five with Karen Kerman, Pat Zschoche, 
Steve Bryan and Flora Morgan; Margaret Chaney as The Aviator; and Tony McQuilkin as Itchy Feet. More photos on pages 3 and 4.
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CALENDAR 
LOS ANGELES BRANCH

	
	 As of press time, the Los Angeles Branch 
is planning our usual events for the fall and win-
ter dance season.
	 If adjustments need to be made due to the 
ever-changing COVID-19 pandemic, members 
will be notified by email.

DECEMBER
31	 HOGMANAY. El Segundo Woman’s Club, Mariposa
	 at Standard, El Segundo. Music: recorded.

JANUARY
22	 BURNS SUPPER & BALL. El Segundo Woman’s
	 Club, Mariposa at Standard, El Segundo. Music:
	 Andy Imbrie and Judi and Ian Nicholson.

FEBRUARY
26	 BEGINNER DANCE. First Christian Church,
	 4390 Colfax Ave., Studio City. Music: recorded.

MARCH
26	 BEGINNER DANCE. Location TBA.
	 Music: recorded.

SCD-SoCal-mail
 
	 Regular e-mails about all local dance 
events, links to videos of dances, commentary 
about newly introduced dances and occasional 
tidbits of Scottish history, geography and culture 
are provided by Robb Quint.
	 To be added to the mailing list, contact
 Robb at volleyballjerry@aol.com.

Continued from page 1

OTHER BRANCHES

DECEMBER
11	 OC CHRISTMAS BALL. Tustin Senior Center,
	 200 S. C St., Tustin. Music: Flindrikin.

JANUARY
8	 OC MONTHLY DANCE. Tustin Senior Center,
	 200 S. C St., Tustin. Music: recorded.

St. Andrew’s Ball will have become history, but 
we will report on its undoubted success in the 
next Ghillie Callum.
	 For your calendars: 
	 The Hogmanay Dance is on Friday, Dec. 
31, when we will welcome 2022 with much 
hopeful positivity. The dance will again be at the 
El Segundo Woman’s Club, and full details will 
be available soon. 
	 Preparations are underway for the LA/OC 
Annual Burns Supper & Ball on Saturday, Jan. 
22, 2022, also at the El Segundo Woman’s Club. 
The theme for this year is “My Heart’s in the 
Highlands,” and our musicians will be Judi and 
Ian Nicolson and Andy Imbrie.
	 My best wishes to everyone for a happy 
and safe holiday season.

	 Ann McBride

NEW TEACHING TRAINING PROGRAM
	 Many of you may have considered becom-
ing an RSCDS teacher but had second thoughts 
when you discovered the commitment in time, 
travel and money. Not to mention the angst of 
those teaching exams! 
	 The RSCDS has created a new program 
for dancers who want to teach social classes, 
called the Core Training for Instructors. At the 
completion of the program the dancer becomes 
an RSCDS instructor. This training costs 40 
pounds, and can be done by teaching at home 
under the direction of a mentor.
	 Taking advantage of technology, if neces-

Deadline for the March issue of the
Ghillie Callum is Feb. 1.

sary, the instructor-trainee teaches their own 
class, monitored by an official RSCDS mentor.
	 They learn how to manage a class and 
teach steps, formations and dances. A success-
ful final exam with just the mentor observing a 
class and video-recorded for review by RSCDS 
results in a new RSCDS instructor. Look for in-
formation on the RSCDS website or call me.
	 The traditional path to RSCDS teacher still 
exists, and candidate classes will be offered at 
TAC and St. Andrews Summer Schools.

	 Roberta Gotfried
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Photos by Heather Chaney and Audrey Ramsay Prest

HALLOWEEN DANCE
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BEGINNER DANCE
March 26, 2022

Location to be announced

Napier’s Index
The Warren
Miss Jane Muirhead of Dunsmuir
Carlin’s Cairn
The Silver Strathspey
The Back o’ Bennachie

Haste to the Wedding
Forty and Counting
Delvine Side
Welcome to Dufftown
Merry Bee

It’s Nae Bother
Bruce Frazer of Strathkinness
Trip to Timber Ridge
Butterscotch and Honey
Rendez-vous a Vichy
The Cumbrae Reel 

B J
I R
B S
I J
I S
B R

B J
A R
B S
I J

B R

B J
I S
I R
BS
I J

B R

Book 45
Homemade Dances, Vol.2

Dunsmuir Dances
Alexander Dances, Vol. 8 

Book 44
John Duthie 8 SCDs

Book 25
Book 52

Book 2
Jessie Stuart Leaflet

L.A. 50th Anniversary

2nd Graded Book
St. Andrews 75th

Book 52
Alexander Leaflets

The Paris Book, Vol. 1
Book 28

VACCINATION REQUIRED

	 All dancers, teachers and other attendees must provide proof of COVID-19 vaccination for 
all Los Angeles Branch-related events and classes. 

BURNS SUPPER & BALL
January 22, 2022

El Segundo Woman’s Club
Mariposa at Standard, El Segundo

The Legacy
In Mr. McGregor’s Garden
A Tribute to Peter McBryde
The Aviator
Trip to Timber Ridge

Itchy Feet
Ramadan-ce
Fair Donald
Forty and Counting
Bruce Frazer of Strathkinness
A Diamond for Belfast

MacDonald of Keppoch
Miss Jane Muirhead of Dunsmuir
John Cass
A Summer Meeting
The Ambassadors’ Reel

B J
I R
A S
I J
I R

I J
I R
B S
A R
I S
B J

I M
B S
A J
I S
B R

Pinewoods Coll., Vol. 2
L.A. 50th Anniversary

T.A.C. 50th Anniversary
Book 52
Book 52

Coast to Coast
Turkish Set

Book 29
Book 52

St. Andrews 75th
Belfast Diamond Jubilee

Book 49
Dunsmuir Dances

Book 49
Book 48

Vienna Book

BEGINNER DANCE
February 26, 2022

First Christian Church
4390 Colfax Ave., Studio City

The Legacy
The Silver Strathspey
The Rambling Pitchfork
The Aviator
Miss Jane Muirhead of Dunsmuir
The Warren

Chased Lovers
Lady Lucy Ramsay
Forty and Counting
Spark o’ Water
Alan J. Smith

Bow Fiddle Rock
MacDonald of Keppoch
The Provost Wynd
Twa Rogueish Een
A Summer Meeting
Merry Bee

B J
I S
B R
I J
B S
I R

I J
B S
A R
B S
B J

B J
I M
B R
A J
I S
B R

Pinewoods Coll., Vol.2
Book 44

All Kinds of Everything
Book 52

Dunsmuir Dances
Homemade Dances, Vol.2

World Wide Weavings
MMM II

Book 52
Spark o’ Water

Book 45

Greenburn Book, Vol. 3
Book 49

2nd Graded Book
Rondel Book

Book 48
L.A. 50th Anniversary

NEW

HALLOWEEN DANCE
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Valley College
	 The Valley College class was able to start 
again, after an 18-month break, on the second 
Monday in September, our regular date for the 
first class of the year.
	 Attendance has been good even though we 
have certain rules from the college that we have 
to follow. All must be vaccinated including the 
teacher, but that is really an LA Branch rule, as 
well. The college rule is that all have to wear a 
face mask. All also have to submit to me or show 
me a health clearing certificate that has to be 
filled out the day of the class through a website 
the college provided.
	 College staff were also a bit worried when I 
told them we danced with a partner. Hmm, tech-
nically we have more than one partner but most 
often we are only holding hands with one, so I 
left it at that.
	 After they had a meeting about it, they de-
cided they could accept it if after each dance we 
separate for a couple of minutes before getting 
together again. That has not been a big prob-
lem, and so far everyone has been well. We have 
plenty of sanitizer and wipes in the room.
	 Attendance has been good. So far we have 
been well represented at our own events, as well 
as those of the Orange County Branch. I would 

not say we are back to dancing like we used to, 
but we are getting there, working on our stami-
na.
	 Some of the class members have started to 
travel again. Lindsey Courtney has been back to 
Disney World in Florida, and Laura Young went 
salmon fishing. 
	 In the midst of a three-week driving va-
cation, Carmen Silva-Corvalán emailed to say, 
“Two days ago Scott and I were in Paris! Well, 
not Paris, France, but Paris, Idaho.” It’s a very 
small town founded shortly after the Civil War. 
They visited Montana, Utah and Nevada, as well. 
	 Audrey Prest flew to Boston for a week-
long tour of historic sites in New England with a 
busload of other DAR members from California. 
She also spent Thanksgiving visiting her daugh-
ter, who recently moved to Arizona. It’s a lot 
easier to drive there than to fly to Iowa, so she is 
not at all unhappy with her daughter’s move. 
	 Jon Reeves, who has missed out on Com-
ic-Con for a couple of years due to COVID-19, 
made up for lost time by visiting a limited ver-
sion of it in San Diego during Thanksgiving 
week. He had already booked a hotel room for 
the gathering that was canceled but was able to 
use the credit for this one. Due to it not being 
the usual week in July, when hotel rates would 

CLASSES

TORRANCE CLASS
	 The Friday Torrance class began meet-
ing in “hybrid form” starting in June, with both 
in-person dancing and on-line ”Zoom dancing,” 
thanks to Kris and Mike McGinnis, who have 
been hosting the Zoom sessions.
	 Our teachers have been Kris McGinnis, 
Bill Hartung and Rosemary Abend, as well as 
Ann McBride and Deanna St Amand teaching 
(usually) via Zoom. We occasionally have guest 
teachers, such as Doug and Anthea Macdonald.
	 Since June, we have covered a great num-
ber of dances (98 at last count), some of which 
might not have been included on a regular pro-
gram. A record of each week’s program is pub-
lished at my.strathspey.org.
            In other news, Rosemary Abend had 
cataract surgery and was cleared to dance just 
one week before the St. Andrew’s Ball.

	 Jack Rennie also had cataract surgery.
	 Bill and Nancy Hartung attended a wed-
ding in Oregon and took Amtrak to get there in 
28 hours. Unfortunately, Nancy suffered from a 
bad case of bronchitis.
	 Leslie Evans visited a new grandson, who 
rolled over at the age of 2½ weeks! She also at-
tended her daughter’s wedding in upstate New 
York.
	 We welcome back to dancing Linda Chi-
coine-Armijo, Lisa Hancock and Sean Falvey.	
	 Dancers and teachers are welcome to join 
us in person Fridays 7:30-9:00 p.m. at 1530 
Cravens Ave., Torrance, 90501 or via Zoom at 
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8248957840. To be 
added to the email list, contact Kris:
krismcginnis@gmail.com.

	 Tony McQuilkin
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Branch chair:
Home phone:
Email:

Membership chair:
Address:

Cell phone:
Email:

Ghillie Callum Editor:
Home phone:
Email:

Ann McBride
818-841-8161

annmcbride1024@gmail.com

Melinda Brown
30547 Mehrten Dr.

Exeter, CA 93221
805-368-7057

mjtb1002@hotmail.com

Audrey Ramsay Prest
818-708-8125

aramsayp@sbcglobal.net

RSCDS, Los Angeles Branch Inc.
P.O. Box 90871, Los Angeles, CA 90009

chair@rscds-losangeles.org

RALPHS REWARDS PROGRAM

	 The branch earns a contribution from 
the Ralphs Rewards Community Contribution 
Program when members register to benefit the 
Branch, while they continue to earn their own 
Ralphs Rewards points. Pick up a flier and learn 
how to register or call 800-443-4438. You still 
need to re-register every September. Our  Or-
ganization Number is AV732. Then use your 
Ralphs Rewards card (or phone number) every 
time you shop.

AMAZON SMILE
	 The branch has yet another opportu-
nity to earn donations. AmazonSmile will make 
a contribution when you shop using our ac-
count number. Learn how to do this by going to 
http://smile.amazon.com/ch/51-0205054 .

MEMORIAL FUND

	 The branch has money in a Memorial 
Fund, to be used for equipment purchases or 
special events. It can be used for scholarships to 
help members attend a workshop or something 
related to Scottish Country Dancing but who 
cannot afford the whole cost on their own. Appli-
cations are available from branch teachers.

go sky high, he was able to spend more days in 
San Diego for the same amount of money. There 
is often a silver lining in what happens!
	 Betty Petitt is probably the one traveling 
farthest. She is scheduled for a Christmas river 
cruise in Europe. I hope she has a great time.

	 Aase Hansen

Ventura
	 The Ventura class is still on hiatus.
	 Deresa Kenney reports that she is now the 
program director of EMTs at Simi Valley Insti-
tute. She says what’s really wonderful about this 
is that her drive to work is about 5 minutes or 
less, compared to the 50-plus minutes when she 
was teaching at Valley College.

Dem Team
	 The Demonstration Team has its first 
post-COVID performance coming up, dancing 
at a wedding in Lancaster on Dec. 5. We are still 
missing Larry Kanowsky and John Cahill and 
look forward to when they will return, but with 
the ladies rotating through the fourth man’s po-
sition, we have a full set.
	 Roberta has told us that our performance 
is a surprise gift from the bride to her groom to 
honor his Scottish heritage and military service.    
	 Grant Clark has returned to in-person 
teaching and reports that his kindergarten stu-
dents are very happy to be back together. They 
have lots of stories of getting vaccinated and all 
of the prizes that come when one gets a shot: 
candy, ice cream and toys! So far, Grant’s school 
has an excellent record of keeping COVID-posi-
tive tests at a minimum. 
	 Looking forward, and outward, Martina 
Hansen has visited family in Germany. Mike and 
Kris McGinnis took their dogs when they went 
to Houston for a family Thanksgiving. Roberta 
Gotfried, of course, has been visiting grandchil-
dren live and in person. Alice Allen has tickets 
for three different theatrical performances in 
December.
	 And we look forward to seeing all of you 
and dancing with you at our upcoming branch 
events, large and small.

	 Alice Allen


