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MESSAGE FROM THE CHAIR

Continued on page 2

	 “…we want to go where everybody knows 
our name, and they’re always glad we came!”

	 In a moment of nostalgia recently while 
watching an early episode of the television show 
“Cheers” and listening to the opening lyrics 
(above), I got to thinking how they could be ex-
actly right for the Southern California (and the 
world-wide) family of SCDers. I love the always 
warm feeling of friendship and “we’re glad you 
came” greeting and sentiment that is evident at 
all SCD events.  

	 As we approach the dwindling days of 
2018 we will, as usual, celebrate the arrival of 
2019 with our Hogmanay dance. This year we 
are particularly excited to share that the music 
will be provided by Julie and Steve Wyrick, so it 
will truly be a “guid Scotch nicht”!
	 By the way, did you know that there are at 
least 11 different spellings for “Hogmanay” — all 
depending on from which part of Scotland you 
hail. In Shetland it is spelled “Hogermoany,” but 

HALLOWEEN 
DANCE
The prize for a group
costume went to the
Torrance class for Haunt
of the Gnomes, left.

Below: It was a night for 
interesting socks!
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CALENDAR 
LOS ANGELES BRANCH

DECEMBER
31	 HOGMANAY. El Segundo Woman’s Club,
	 Mariposa at Standard, El Segundo. 7:30 p.m.
	 Music: Steve and Julie Wyrick.

JANUARY
26	 BURNS SUPPER & BALL. Torrance Woman’s
	 Club, 1422 Engracia Ave., Torrance. 4:30 p.m.
	 Music: Andy Imbrie, Judi and Ian Nicolson.

FEBRUARY
23	 BEGINNER DANCE. First Christian Church, 4390
	 Colfax Ave., Studio City. 7:00 p.m. Music:
	 recorded.

MARCH
24	 TEA DANCE. El Segundo Woman’s Club,
	 Mariposa at Standard, El Segundo. 4 p.m.
	 Music: recorded.

APRIL
27	 MONTHLY DANCE. Hillcrest Center for the Arts,
	 403 W. Hillcrest Drive, Thousand Oaks 7:00 p.m.
	 Music: recorded.

OTHER BRANCHES

DECEMBER
2	 SD DECEMBER DANCE. 13242 Pomerado Road,
	 Poway. 2 p.m. Music: recorded. Soup potluck
	 after-party.

8	 OC CHRISTMAS BALL. 200 C St., Tustin. 7 p.m.
	 Music: Hood, Wink & Swagger.

JANUARY 
12	 OC MONTHLY DANCE. 200 C St., Tustin. 7:00
	 p.m. Music: recorded.

SCD-SoCal-mail
 
	 Regular e-mails about all local dance 
events, links to videos of dances, commentary 
about newly introduced dances and occasional 
tidbits of Scottish history, geography and culture 
are provided by Robb Quint.
	 To be added to the mailing list, contact
 Robb at volleyballjerry@aol.com.

Deadline for the March issue is Feb. 1.

Continued from page 1 ATTENDANCE AT BRANCH
COMMITTEE MEETINGS

	 It is perhaps not generally 
known that any paid-up Los Ange-
les Branch member is welcome to 
attend the meetings of the Branch 
Committee of Management. Mem-
bers may attend but not participate 
in the proceedings of the meeting. If 
a branch member has a question or 
an issue they want the Committee to 
consider, they may contact the Chair 
of the Committee, or any member 
of the Committee to have the issue 
added to the agenda.
	 The dates and locations of 
meetings can be obtained from 
members of the Committee or by 
checking with the chair (my contact 
information can be found on the 
back page of the Ghillie Callum).

	 Ann McBride

with Steve and Julie providing the music, there will be no 
“moany” at our celebration!
	 The annual Los Angeles/Orange County Burns Sup-
per & Ball on Jan. 26, 2019, has a whole new format and 
venue. The new format is that the ball will be an elegant 
late afternoon-early evening soiree (doors open at 4:30 
p.m.) to be held in the classic setting of the Woman’s Club 
of Torrance, an historic 1920s-style building with a lovely, 
original wood floor!
	 The musicians for the ball will be the very special 
“Catalina Trio” – Andy Imbrie and Judi and Ian Nicolson. 
It should be a Burns Ball to remember. The theme for this 
year’s celebration is the Robert Burns poem “To a Moun-
tain Daisy,” and the beautiful accompanying artwork is 
taken from a stained-glass window at the Center for Burns 
Studies at the University of Glasgow in Glasgow.    	
	 As we enter the traditional holiday season, I extend 
my best wishes to all for a happy and safe holiday, and I 
look forward to seeing many of you at all these upcoming 
events.

	 Ann McBride
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HALLOWEEN DANCE

Photos by Rosemary Abend, Bob Harmon and 
Deanna St. Amand

From left: Jon Reeves, Kathrin King Segal 
and Steve Kaplan, Alice Allen.

Far left, Knox Chaney; center, Margaret 
Chaney; above, Deanna St. Amand, Claudia 
Pedersen, Betty Petitt; below, decorations.
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BEGINNER DANCE
February 23, 2019

First Christian Church
4390 Colfax Ave., Studio City

HOGMANAY
December 31, 2018

El Segundo Woman’s Club
Mariposa at Standard, El Segundo

BURNS SUPPER & BALL
January 26, 2019

Torrance Woman’s Club
1422 Engracia Ave., Torrance

TEA DANCE
March 24, 2019

El Segundo Woman’s Club
Mariposa at Standard, El Segundo

Pinewoods Coll.Vol.2
L.A. 50th Anniversary

Book 46
Rondel Book

Spark O’ Water
 Deeside 2

Book 49
Book 51

St. Andrews 75th
Book 13

Magazine Dances 2005-2009

Coast to Coast
Book 2

Glasgow Assembly
Canadian Book

T.A.C. 50th Anniversary 
RSCDS Leaflet
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The Legacy
In Mr. McGregor’s Garden
The Bonnie Tree
Twa Rogueish Een
Spark O’ Water
Blooms of Bon Accord

The First Rain of Spring
Bohemian Reflections
Bruce Frazer of Strathkinness
Ladies’ Fancy
The Inimitable Derek

Itchy Feet
Delvine Side
The Australian Ladies
The Lantern of the North
A Tribute to Peter McBryde
The Reel of the Royal Scots

The Legacy
The Fusilier’s Dream
MacDonald of Keppoch
Haste to the Wedding
Janet Rennie’s Strathspey
The Inimitable Derek

The First Rain of Spring
The Back o’ Bennachie
Bruce Frazer of Strathkinness
Carlin’s Cairn
Delvine Side
Double Trouble Triangles

The Happy Dancers
Lady Lucy Ramsay
The Cape Breton Hornpipe
El Camino Real
Welcome to Dufftown
Davy Nick Nack
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Pinewoods Coll.Vol.2
Jean Patrick Collection

Book 49
Book 25

L.A. 50th Anniversary
Magazine Dances 2005-2009

Book 49
John Duthie 8 SCDs

St. Andrews 75th
Alexander Dances #8

Book 2
Book 50 

10 Social Dances
MMM II

Ottawa 25 Dances
L.A. 50th Annversary
Jessie Stuart Leaflet

Glasgow Assembly
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It’s Not Rocket Science
The Fusilier’s Dream
Bridge of Nairn
Twa Rogueish Een
MacDonald of Keppoch
The Back o’ Bennachie

Bow Fiddle Rock
The Silver Strathspey
The Lantern of the North
Lady Lucy Ramsay
The Provost Wynd

A Diamond for Belfast
The Ruby Rant
Butterscotch and Honey
Carlin’s Cairn
Eileen Watt’s Strathspey
Bohemian Reflections
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Delaware Valley Silver
Jean Patrick Collection

Book 13
Rondel Book

Book 49
John Duthie 8 SCDs

Greenburn Book Vol. 3
Book 44

Canadian Book
MMM II

2nd Graded Book

Belfast Diamond Jubilee
Book 49

Alexander Leaflets
Alexander Dances #8

Magazine Dances 2005
Book 51

NEW

NEW

Lady Catherine Bruce’s Reel
The Provost Wynd
The Silver Strathspey
The Craven Jig
Bridge of Nairn
The Cape Breton Hornpipe

Bow Fiddle Rock
The Ruby Rant
The Paisley Weavers
Rendez-vous à Vichy
The Celtic Cross

Haste to the Wedding
Countess of Dunmore’s Reel
Butterscotch and Honey
The Happy Dancers
Amanda Mae’s Strathspey
The Reel of the 51st Division
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Graded Book
2nd Graded Book

Book 44
Magazine Dances 2006

Book 13
Ottawa 25 Dances

Greenburn Book Vol. 3
Book 49

3rd Graded Book
The Paris Book, Vol. 1

First Carnforth Coll.

Book 25
Book 49

Alexander Leaflets
10 Social Dances

L.A. 25th Ann. Book
Book 13

NEW

NEW

NEW
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NEW BRANCH LOGO 

	 The Branch Committee is seeking to up-
date/modernize the current L.A. Branch logo (on 
the cover of your cue book), and we are asking 
our talented membership to submit ideas for a 
new design. 
	 There are a few guidelines for the logo: 
We would like it to contain a pair of ghillies (or 
other emblem to represent dancing), the Scot-
tish thistle and the California poppy. Wording 
to be incorporated would be: The Royal Scot-
tish Country Dance Society, Los Angeles Branch 
(possibly including “Founded in 1966”).
	 So, to all our talented members, please 
put on your thinking caps and help the L.A. 
Branch modernize our logo.

	 Ann McBride

SEASIDE HIGHLAND GAMES

Scottish Country Dancing was represented at the games by, 
among others, the Los Angeles Branch Demonstration Team, 
above, and the Santa Barbara class, below.

RSCDS 30 POPULAR DANCES BOOK

	 Earlier this year the RSCDS requested all 
branches submit suggestions for a new book of 
“Thirty Popular Dances.” About 20 of our mem-
bers responded with suggestions.
	 Here are our own top 10, which I submit-
ted to Scotland. Keep in mind that branches 
all over the world were doing the same, so we’ll 
have to wait until summer to find out how many 
Los Angeles suggestions made it into the final 30 
for the new RSCDS book.

Los Angeles Branch top ten:
2 top jigs: (five votes each):
     The Bees of Maggieknockater
     Pelorus Jack
5 top reels: (five to seven votes each)
     Bratach Bana (7)
     Founders’ Reel (5)
     J.B. Milne (5)
     Mairi’s Wedding (6)
     Shiftin’ Bobbins (5)
3 top strathspeys: (five votes each)
     The Dream Catcher
     John McAlpin
     Miss Milligan’s Strathspey
honorable mention (dances with four votes each):
     The Reel of the Royal Scots   
     Thirteen-Fourteen    
     A Trip to Bavaria

	 Robb Quint
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CLASSES
Santa Barbara
	 After taking a break in 
August, the Santa Barbara 
class resumed in time to par-
ticipate fully in the Seaside 
Games this year. Dancers 
volunteered to dance in work-
shops both days, in Roberta’s 

The Santa 
Barbara 
class held 
its own 
Halloween 
party with 
lots of 
costumes.

ballette on Sunday, and a few 
even came to the ceilidh on 
the Saturday night as well. 
	 Our two youngest danc-
ers really enjoyed Doug and 

Bill and Christa 
Wilk at
Torres del Paine 
National Park in 
Chilean
Patagonia.

Thousand Oaks
	 The Thousand Oaks class is now on holi-
days break for the period between Thanksgiving 
and New Year’s. Classes will resume Jan. 8.
	 We were delighted to welcome three expe-
rienced dancers during the dance season resum-
ing after our summer break. Angie Outmesguine 
danced several years ago but needed to suspend 
her participation when activities for her school-
age children became too busy for her. Those two 
kids are now in college and high school, and 
Angie is back with us on a regular basis.
	 And right after the Seaside Games Jen-
nie and Terry Baker joined us following several 
years as well of not having actively continued 
with SCD. Jennie is the daughter of longtime 
SoCal-SCD teachers Oberdan and Vanessa Otto. 
We’re so glad to have all three of these folks new-
ly with us!
	 At the same time this past season we 
missed both Carmen Silva-Corvalán and Lisa 
Sage. Carmen sustained serious injury in terms 
of broken vertebrae from a bad fall while play-
ing with grandchildren, and Lisa had foot and 
ankle surgery during the summer. Lisa was able 
to come back for our last class ere the current 
break, and we are hoping that Carmen will be 
able to rejoin us, even if on a limited basis, in 
the new year.
	 Talk about a “Scotland experience”! Shir-
ley Coleman traveled to Scotland in July, a trip 

Anthea’s workshop (see picture on page 5) and 
are looking forward to next year.
	 The class celebrated Halloween by wearing 
costumes (see photo above) and bringing appro-

priately themed snacks. The next big event will 
be the Burns Supper & Ball in January!

	 Ilse Gilbert

that included helping with sheep-herding on her 
niece’s farm, and she and her sister also spent a 
week farm-sitting for friends in Aberdeenshire, 
where she added tending and herding goats to 
her skill set.
	 Also last summer, Carolyn Williams and 
husband Barney took an 11-day cruise of the 
Mediterranean and its branch seas visiting myri-
ad historic sites in Italy, Slovenia, Croatia, Mon-
tenegro and Greece.
	 And finally here is a photo of Christa Wilk 
with husband Bill on a recent trip to South 
America, this particular photo at Torres del 
Paine National Park in Chilean Patagonia.

	 Robb Quint

Ventura
	 Class resumed in September, and things 
have been going well. We have been joined by 
Betsy Lewis and Kasia Lisowska and a couple of 
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Connie Walker, from left, Martina Hanson and Roberta Gotfried 
were among the local dancers attending the Asilomar weekend.

nearly anywhere! But mostly it was a chance to 
enjoy the art and history and slower pace of life 
there, including boating for a week down the Ca-
nal du Midi!
	 Martina Hanson and Roberta attended 
the Asilomar dance weekend at the end of Octo-
ber. The teaching and the musicians, Catherine 
Strutt and Chris Duncan from Australia, were 
super this year. Next year, Asilomar will be in 
early November so it won’t conflict with our Hal-
loween dance. 
	 Roz Gotfried is recovering from a back in-
jury and we are happy to see her return to class 
dancing the strathspeys. 

	 Roberta Gotfried

RETURNING MEMBER

	 The Los Angeles Branch welcomes back 
member Chris Brooks.
	 Melinda Brown

Beverly Hills 
	 The Beverly Hills class has been traveling. 
Anne Clarke and her husband Ian enjoyed an 
extended trip to The Hague in the Netherlands, 
in addition to visiting Glasgow and Edinburgh. 
Anne is back now, in time for the season of big 
dance events here in Southern California.
	 And teacher Roberta spent a couple of 
weeks in Barcelona and southern France. She 
danced with the small SCD group in Barcelona, 
who were holding a day school, and attended 
a class near Avignon. You really can find SCD 

other local contra dancers from time to time.
	 Additionally, Madeleine Waddell and Jean 
and Gerry McGuire have recently been back to 
class. We are super happy to have all of them 
join us when they can.
	 Unfortunately, Christine Carlin took a 
fall and hasn’t been able to get back to dancing 
quite yet. However we are all hoping and praying 
that she will be back with us very soon.
	 Several of our dancers participated in the 
Seaside Highland Games in October and did a 
fabulous job of promoting SCD to those in at-
tendance at the games. Also that weekend, there 
was a wonderful ceilidh at the fencing studio 
where our class regularly meets. Everyone who 
attended reported that it was a really fun eve-
ning of music and dancing.
	 Additionally, I am grateful to report that 
all of our class members and their homes sur-
vived the recent wildfires. Carolyn Williams and 
Deresa Kenney were the closest, but they are 
both fine.
	 November was a rough month in Ventura 
County, and I am very thankful that we are all 
getting back into routine and have dancing to 
enjoy together.
	 Now we are looking forward to the holidays 
and the special dance events that are coming 
up. We will be taking a break over the Christmas 
and New Year’s weeks, but will be starting back 
up on Jan. 11.
	 We are eagerly anticipating the Burns 
Supper & Ball and supporting Roger and Mary 
Nisbet, who will be giving the toasts to the lads 
and lassies.
	 Happy dancing!

	 Lisa Sage
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RALPHS REWARDS PROGRAM

	 The branch earns a contribution from 
the Ralphs Rewards Community Contribution 
Program when members register to benefit the 
Branch, while they continue to earn their own 
Ralphs Rewards points. Pick up a flier and learn 
how to register or call 800-443-4438. You still 
need to re-register every September. Our NEW 
Organization Number is AV732. Then use your 
Ralphs Rewards card (or phone number) every 
time you shop.

AMAZON SMILE
	 The branch has yet another opportunity 
to earn donations. AmazonSmile will make a 
contribution when you shop using our account 
number. Learn how by going to http://smile.
amazon.com/ch/51-0205054 .

MEMORIAL FUND

	 The branch has money in a Memorial 
Fund, to be used for equipment purchases or 
special events. It can be used for scholarships to 
help members attend a workshop or something 
related to Scottish Country Dancing but who 
cannot afford the whole cost on their own. Appli-
cations are available from branch teachers.

Branch chair:
Home phone:
Email:

Membership chair:
Address:

Cell phone:
Email:

Ghillie Callum Editor:
Home phone:
Email:

Ann McBride
818-841-8161

annmcbride1024@gmail.com

Melinda Brown
30547 Mehrten Dr.

Exeter, CA 93221
805-368-7057

mjtb1002@hotmail.com

Audrey Ramsay Prest
818-708-8125

aramsayp@sbcglobal.net

RSCDS, Los Angeles Branch Inc.
P.O. Box 90871, Los Angeles, CA 90009

chair@rscds-losangeles.org

IN MR. McGREGOR’S GARDEN 

	 Los Angeles Branch dancer Audrey Prest’s 
In Mr. McGregor’s Garden has been selected by 
the Orange County Branch for its annual list. 
It premiered at the branch’s October Monthly 
Dance and was on the program once again 
in November. It will then be repeated at the 
branch’s Christmas Ball in December and at its 
January Monthly Dance, as well as at the L.A.-
O.C. Burns Supper & Ball.
	 In Mr. McGregor’s 
Garden is published in the 
Los Angeles Branch’s book 
Celebrating 50 Years. Au-
drey indicates that the ini-
tial inspiration for the dance 
came from the music for 
McGregor’s Leap* on the 
CD “Many Happy Returns” by Hanneke Cassel 
and Dave Wiesler, which then in turn brought 
to mind the Mr. McGregor from Beatrix Potter’s 
stories of Peter Rabbit and his chasing Peter 
through his garden.
	 (*McGregor’s Leap is itself a reel by Jean 
Attwood, published in her Alexander Dances, 
volume 1.)
	 Mr. Michael McGregor is a major char-
acter, a quasi-comical elderly villain, in Beatrix 
Potter’s children’s books about Peter Rabbit et 
al., who is intent upon keeping hungry rabbits 
out of his vegetable garden, one of which he oc-
casionally catches, that rabbit then becoming an 
unfortunate victim cooked in a rabbit pie.
	 Peter Rabbit’s father was one of those 
unfortunates who had lost his life pursuing Mr. 
McGregor’s veggies, and so Peter’s mother, most 
understandably fearful lest the same should 
befall any of her children, has forbidden the not 
always obedient Peter from e’er entering the dan-
gerous garden.
	 Mr. McGregor appears in three of Beatrix 
Potter’s books, beginning with 1902’s “The Tale 
of Peter Rabbit” (published several years after 
having been written). The book and many subse-
quent ones for children about rabbits and other 
animals then in a short time, as today’s parlance 
goes, “went viral” and in time were also pub-
lished in many languages.

	 Robb Quint 


